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September Church Services St. Andrew's, Sandon  

Tuesday 1st  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 3rd  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at South Woodham Ferrers 
Sunday 6th  Trinity 12 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 12:00 noon Baptism 
Tuesday 8th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 10th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon 
 
Sunday 13th  Trinity 13 
 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 15th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 17th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 
 
Sunday 20th  Trinity 14 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 3:00 pm Messy Church 
Tuesday 22nd  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Wednesday 23rd  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Thursday 24th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at Woodham Ferrers 
Sunday 27th  Harvest Festival 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 29th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Pam Knott   471691 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Richard Ambor   r.ambor@chelmsford.gov.uk 222874  
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors  
 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478910  
 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Mary Atwell Treasurer   
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

New Year 
Yes, I know, it's only September. 

But it does make much more 

sense to treat the year as the 

schools do, and make a new 

start as Autumn comes on. Sum-

mer has, I hope, been for most 

of you, a time for some rest – it's 

always a difficult time to get peo-

ple together to do something, but 

as days close in and the warmth 

begins to go, we can start work-

ing for the future. 
New Start 
So best wishes and prayers go 

first of all for those who are mak-

ing a new start - for those start-

ing school for the first time, for 

those moving up to new schools, 

those entering the world of fur-

ther education or going on to uni-

versity, where the emphasis 

shifts from being taught to hav-

ing to learn on your own initia-

tive. Perhaps particularly for 

those starting work for the first 

time where the well-being of the 

workforce doesn't have the prior-

ity long given to the well-being of 

pupils, and the next holiday is a 

lot further away than the end of 

term ever was. 
Contacts 
Plenty of people are making a 

new start, enjoying or hating a 

new year, but plenty of people 

are just stuck in the same rou-

tine, with nothing ever changing. 

Too often those two worlds never 

meet, or they meet in an atmos-

phere of hostility and suspicion, 

between young and old, between 

the lucky and the unfortunate. 

So, I ask myself, who am I in 

contact with? I'm very aware that 

the people with whom I am most 

involved are at changing points 

in their lives, be it getting mar-

ried, having a baby, or saying 

farewell to someone they love. 

We always love to keep contact 

with people in the village and as 

I walk about it is good to talk to 

people. Sunday 9th August was a 

good example of these when so 

many of us congregated on The 

Green for Tea on The Green fol-

lowed by Songs of Praise with 

the Salvation Army band. It was 

good to have contact with so 

many people. 
Prayer 
I also ask, is the Church stuck in 

the same old routine, or are we 

looking forward to changing, de-

veloping, growing, as we be-

come aware of a new year start-

ing? What are we going to do 

this coming year? How are we 

going to change? And I believe 

the answer to that question 

should lie in our prayer together, 

in whom we pray for and how we 

pray. I guess most of us start 

thinking of prayer as bringing our 

requests to God and we are apt 
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to say that we ought to pray for 

other people rather than selfishly 

for ourselves. I suggest, that's 

actually the wrong starting point. 

Prayer, quite simply, is focussing 

on God. That does not mean fo-

cussing on other people before 

ourselves, or on our needs ra-

ther than our wants; it means 

focussing on God, first of all by 

getting our relationship with him 

right - “Hallowed be your name.” 

As we begin to do that (and don't 

expect to “achieve” it in our life 

on earth!) we will want to pray for 

what he wants to do in us - “Your 

kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.” 

The question, Will the Church 

stay in its old routine, or change, 

or grow, becomes What is God 

doing in this parish? (for which 

we have a special responsibility.) 

The challenge to us is whether 

we are prepared to be in that 

place where God wants (dare I 

say even needs us?) to do his 

work. 
“Yes” to God 
So please pray for the people of 

God in Sandon, that each Chris-

tian may be where God wants 

her or him to be and may serve 

the people of this parish in the 

way that God wants. Please pray 

for those of our congregation 

who have found a particular way 

to say yes to God's call. Are we 

listening to what God wants of 

us? Is it to do something in the 

church, or in our community or 

perhaps in the City of Chelms-

ford? And then, dare to say your 

own “yes” to God and let him 

work through you! 
 Terry 

Note on the Front Page 
This is from a 1951 magazine 

drawn by Lynton Lamb. It 

emerged from research into a 

former Rector of Sandon, Eric 

Andrews, who died in September 

1951. 
 Editor 
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Pilgrim Course 

This course has been designed 

for people to find out more about 

the Christian Faith. 
Why not come and enjoy the 

friendship of the group? 
Our Six week course will be 

entitled The Creeds 
The course begins on 

Wednesday 2nd September at 

7pm with a meal or at 7:30 pm 

for those who want to join the 

group with a cup of tea or coffee. 

The course will last for 6 weeks 

and our evening is in St. 

Andrew’s Room in the Church. 

We always look forward to 

newcomers. 

Contents 
September Services P2 
Who’s Who P3 
Terry’s letter P4 
Pilgrim Course P6 
Southend Choirs Report P8 
Ride + Stride P8 
Messy Church P10 
Harvest P11 
Boiled Eggs & Harvest P12 
Ladies Breakfast P13 
Family Party P13 
Remembrance P14 
Autumn Fayre P14 
Fete & Tea on the Green P15 
Best Kept Churchyard P16 
Registers P17 
Sunday Trading P18 
Answered Prayer P20 
Farming Today P22 
Village Hall Dances P23 
Sandon Scout Trip P24 
Doctors’ Notes P27 
Red peppers P28 
Idiosyncrasies of English P30 
Our Page P31 
Church Contacts Back Page 
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Danbury Church 
St John the Baptist,  

Tower & Teas 
Saturday 12th September 

2pm—5pm 

Climb the tower to get a bird’s 
eye view of Danbury, and see 
Essex from its highest point  
Sorry, minimum age is eight 

Cream Teas 
Model Railway 

Fun Church 

Saturday 12th September 

A sponsored bike ride or walk 

for all the family that raises 

funds for historic churches. 
Choose your own route to visit 

churches of all denominations 

between 10 am and 6 pm. The 

money you raise from your 

sponsors will be divided 

between Friends of Essex 

Churches and St Andrews.  
Sponsor form from the radiator 

at the back of the church.  
Do join in. Speak to Janet on 

472997. 

Concert 19
th

 July 

The Friends of Sandon Church 

organised a concert hosted at St 

Andrew’s, on Saturday 

afternoon the 19th July. The 

church was packed to hear the 

Southend Girls and Boys choirs 

led by Roger Humphries, 

accompanied by his wife 

Rosemary. The singing was 

beautiful, exciting and inspiring. 

There was a variety of styles 

and genres, all sung with a 

professionalism perhaps 

unexpected in performers so 

youthful! 

I especially enjoyed ‘The Latte 

Boy’ and ‘And The People All 

Said Sit Down.’ from the musical 

‘Guys and Dolls’. 
The whole concert was 

delightful – a very special 

occasion in memory of one of 

the founders of the Friends who 

sadly passed away recently – 

John Willsmer. He had heard 

the choirs previously and had 

particularly requested they make 

a return visit. 

A big thank you to the choirs, to 

Roger and Rosemary, to all who 

contributed to the refreshments 

afterwards, and also to the bell 

ringers who completed the 

afternoon event. 
Judy Cecil 
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Coming to Sandon beginning on 

Sunday 20th September  
from 3 pm to 5 pm 
• Fun in Church for families 
• Meet Jesus 
• Creativity, hospitality and 

celebration 
• For all ages 
We will meet once a month on 

20th September, 18th October, 

15th November and then Messy 

Christingle on 13th December. 

We would love many to join us 

and it would be helpful for us to 

know numbers in order to 

provide equipment and food.  
Please register by emailing Terry 

on tgabrown@hotmail.com 

Friday 25th September at 

Chelmsford Cathedral  

Time To Change The 

Temperature  
written by Paul Burbridge and 

Jonathan Bidgood 

An island in the South Pacific 

has a problem. Anxiety levels are 

rising in an American boardroom.  

The ducks have relocated to 

Bangladesh. 
From the four corners of the 

earth come colourful stories of 

humanity living with the effects of 

climate change. 
BAKED ALASKA serves up the 

realities of climate change and 

the temperatures involved. 
This is something we can all look 

forward to… unless we do 

something about it. 

Book online at ridinglights.org/

baked-alaska (note no www) 
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Sun 27
th

 Sept at 10 am 
As many know St Andrew’s 

came 3rd in the Essex Best Kept 

Churchyard Competition. 

We will this year combine our 

Harvest Festival with the 

celebration of the churchyard 

achievement. Chelmsford’s 

Deputy Mayor and Mayoress will 

be in attendance, together with 

members of RCCE, the awarding 

organisation for the best Kept 

Churchyard, our uniformed 

organisations, and hopefully you. 

This will be followed by our 

Harvest Lunch. Please join us 

after the service. 

As last year we will be 

supporting the Chelmsford 

Foodbank. They are in great 

need of the following: - 
Sugar  
Fruit Juice (carton)  
Tinned Tomatoes 
Tinned Potatoes 
Sponge Puddings  
Instant Mash Potato  
Snack bars  
Shampoo and Shower Gel  
Deodorants (male & female 
Washing powder/liquid  

Let’s have a really special day 

on Sunday 27th September as 

we celebrate what God has 

given us and how we share it 

with those in need. 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
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Boiled Eggs 

At Coffee & Chat on a Tuesday 

morning the conversations vary 

from serious to light-hearted but 

recently the topic that came up 

was boiling an egg. 

Revd Terry mentioned that he 

had had a boiled egg for break-

fast and someone pointed out 

that singing  a verse from the 

hymn ‘The Church’s one founda-

tion’ four times would lead to a 

nicely boiled egg, suitable for 

eating with ‘soldiers’ and a very 

appropriate method of timing for 

a priest. 

The conversation soon became 

surreal.  How fast should one 

sing it?  What about different siz-

es of egg?   Why not use an egg

-timer?   Someone had an elec-

tric eierkocher that could be set 

for different numbers and tex-

tures of egg – and then there are 

coddled eggs! 

Did you know that you can distin-

guish between a hard-boiled egg 

and a raw egg by spinning them 

and then seeing what happens 

when they stop? 

On a more serious note, at least 

one local church serves boiled 

eggs with toast and coffee after 

their Sunday morning service.   

This is presumably so that one 

can fast before the Eucharist and 

then breakfast on the egg. 

We went away happy – but that 

hymn will never seem the same 

again; nor will a boiled egg. 

Michael Puffett 

Howe Green  
United Reformed 
Church 

We are having our Harvest 

Thanksgiving Service on 27th 

September at 11:00 am. 
Danbury URC will be joining us 

and it will be led by Rev. Geoff 

Griggs. 
Gifts this year are requested for 

CHESS (the Chelmsford charity 

for the homeless). 

And then the next Saturday we 

are having a Harvest Lunch 

and you are all invited to come 

along and join with us. 

Harvest Lunch 
Saturday 3

rd
 October 

from 12.30 p.m. 

Soup, a Ploughman's lunch and 

cake with tea or coffee for 

£5.00 
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Ladies Breakfast 
Saturday 17th  October  
8:30am at Butts Green Garden 

Centre 
Our speaker is Revd. Kate 

Moore, Associate Priest at 

Chelmsford Cathedral 
Please book your place a week 

in advance either on the list in 

Church or by contacting Janet  

on 01245 472997 

Family Party  
at Village Hall  
3pm – 5pm 
Saturday 24th October 

We have booked an entertainer 

who will not only get children 

involved but parents as well. If 

you have never spun a plate on 

a stick then this is the party for 

you. There is no cost for this 

party but donations are 

welcome. To help with the 

organisation of the party please 

email Terry 

tgabrown@hotmail.com and let 

him know how many of you are 

coming. 

Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE 

Between Malaga and Marbella 

Southern Spain 

 

 

 

3 Bedroom house to let 

Sleeps 7 

Very Comfortable 

Lovely Garden 

Swimming Pool 

Situated on Mijas Golf Course 

Phone 01245 471242 or 226346 
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Service of Remembrance  
for loved ones 
Sunday 1st November 3pm 

Our Annual Service to remember 

our loved ones who have died. 

During this service loved ones 

names are read out and candles 

are lit in their memory. The 

service will last for an hour and it 

will be simple, quiet and 

peaceful. Please tell other 

members of your family, your 

friends and neighbours and 

invite them all to come along. 

There will be a cup of tea and 

cake following the service for 

those who wish to stay. If you 

plan to attend and would like any 

names read out, please either 

write the names in the special 

folder at the back of the church 

or contact me with names by 

email on tgabrown@hotmail.com  

before Sunday 25th October. 
Terry Brown 

 

Saturday 21
st

  
November  
Christmas Fayre 
12 noon to 3 pm 
Sandon Village Hall 

This year our Fayre will be 

opened by Elsa and Anna from 

the film Frozen.  

Lots of stalls including bottle 

tombola, gifts, children’s stall, 

cakes, bric and brac, Grand 

raffle and much more. Offers of 

help to Liz on 471756 please. 
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Terry introduced the Salvation 

Army, led by Mark Sawyer, 

providing the music. Terry had a 

variety of folk explaining their 

choices of hymn including 

Joanne Schulz, Judy Cecil, 

Janet Terry, David Farrar, 

Richard Cecil and Dee Hyatt. 

David Farrar did a reading and 

the main speaker was Charlie 

Kosla. 
David Farrar writes, “This went 

very well and thanks go to all of 

those who helped with teas, 

cakes, the Service, the seating 

etc, etc. I guestimate about 130 

people were there joining in!” 

Images from Tea on the Green 9
th

 August 

Stall Net Takings 

Plants £49.05 

Cakes £180.95 

Toys £18.70 

Bric-a-Brac £135.71 

Boats £21.50 

Hot Dogs £262.00 

Nail Painting £9.20 

Face Painting £56.88 

Bottle Tombola £132.80 

Church Cakes £122.88 

Kids Craft £2.88 

Golf £37.00 

Play Your Cards £36.20 

Teddy Tombola £16.50 

Raffle £617.00 

Donations (Stall Holders) £119.45 

Donations (Others) £95.00 

Total £1,913.70 

Fete July 11
th 

The venue on the 

Churchyard, many under the 

shade of the trees, proved a 

compact venue for the 

Village Fete. Which had a 

friendly feel to it. Many 

commented on the 

atmosphere in lovely weather 

with a variety of activities for 

all. Music by Terry’s brother, 

a raffle, book stalls, golf 

pitching, various forms of 

food. Nick Bobeldijk has 

prepared the following 

figures. Many thanks to all. 
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Best Kept Churchyard 
As reported in last month’s 

magazine, four people from St 

Andrew's went to Writtle College 

to see if we had won an award in 

the annual churchyard 

competition. The meeting was in 

two halves, the first being the 

AGM (Rural Community Council 

of Essex) attended by the High 

Sheriff, The Lord Lieutenant, and 

Mayors from Essex, the second 

being the presentation of the 

awards after refreshments. After 

the Treasurer's and Annual 

reports and election of Trustees 

we were given an address by a 

member of the Abberton rural 

training team. I have to admit 

that I knew nothing of the work of 

the RCCE. It was very 

interesting and we learnt that 

they work for the betterment of 

the young and old in rural Essex. 

Forty eight units of affordable 

housing have been made 

available for those in need. A 

100 mainly young people have 

taken part in a project to improve 

their skills and take their City and 

Guilds qualification, some at 

Writtle College, with a very high 

pass rate. There are 30 

neighbourhood plans and 200 

village halls have been 

supported. The RCCE work with 

the Red Cross, Age UK and 

Neighbourhood Watch to combat 

isolation, mobility issues and 

personal safety in Essex 

especially with the elderly. 
Following some lovely 

refreshments you can imagine 

how surprised we were to come 

third in the competition in our 

first year of entering, and we all 

had to go up on to the stage to 

receive our certificate. 
This award was achieved by the 

hard work of volunteers over a 

span of about 8 years. It began 

with a loyal group of people 

clearing what I can only say was 

a mountain of grave risings in 

the churchyard. They had been 

accumulating for decades. This 

meant moving all the soil, old 

trees, thistles, nettles and tree 

stumps, and was finally levelled. 

This took many months and was 

followed by felling old conifers 

and replacing them with a yew 

hedge. Over the following years 

a group has met once a month 

during Spring and Summer. 

Seeing all this work encouraged 

many people to tend their family 

graves resulting in a wonderful 

display of flowers and colour in 

the churchyard. Working extra 

hard this year, we have tidied old 

graves and replanted them, 

cleared ivy and set up a wildlife 

area. With the help of the 

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers we 

built a bug house, and one 

Saturday 

they all Continued on page 17 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 

www.sandon-church.info 
Contributions or requests for this 

magazine should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info 

or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 

Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10th of 

the month preceding publication. 

Register Entries 
We celebrated the Marriage of  
Neil Cottrell to Susan Atkinson  
 Saturday 25th July 

We welcomed into God’s Church 

by Baptism  
Francis Luketa  Sunday 26th July 

We commended into God’s care 

at his funeral service 
John Norman Willsmer 
 Friday 31st July 

 

 

 

St Andrew's Choir  

We have had no robed choir 

during August when many 

people are away. In a few years 

time, this may be the situation 

every Sunday unless something 

is done. We urgently need new 

recruits. I ask every member of 

the congregation to see what 

they can do. We have a very 

informal practice on a Friday 

evening. That and Sunday 

mornings are the only regular 

commitments. I look forward to 

being inundated with volunteers. 

Ron Woods 

came and worked all day tidying 

every grave and even uncovered 

some that were overgrown and 

forgotten. 
Without all this help and hard 

work we could not have done so 

well and on behalf of St Andrew's 

I thank you all and I am sure like 

me it was a labour of love. 
Hope that with your help next 

year we will be first. 
Christine Mennie 

Continued from page 17 
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Terry Brown has drawn attention 

to this piece written by Antony 

Bushfield  for Premier Christian 

Radio. 

The Government is to write to 

the Church of England urging 

bishops not to oppose plans to 

relax Sunday trading laws 

restricting the opening hours of 

large stores. Currently shops in 

England and Wales with over 

280 sq m (3,000 sq ft) floor 

space are limited to 

opening for six 

hours on Sundays. 

Ministers want to 

give councils the 

choice on their own 

local laws which 

they say would be 

worth up to £1.4 billion a year to 

the economy while ensuring high 

streets remain the "heartbeat of 

our communities". 

Under the plans, set out in a 

Government consultation paper, 

authorities would have the 

discretion to decide whether to 

apply the new conditions 

throughout the whole of their 

area or limit them to specific 

zones where they want to 

encourage business. 

Communities Minister Brandon 

Lewis said: "This Government is 

determined to devolve powers 

previously held in Whitehall to 

local people. 

"We have already taken a range 

of measures to boost the Great 

British high street and now we 

are giving local areas another 

tool to encourage shoppers to 

the town centre and get shops to 

grow and thrive." 

The minister would 

be writing to 

bishops to plead 

with them not to 

oppose the change. 

He'll say: "The 

Government has 

been determined to revive our 

nation's high streets to ensure 

they remain the heartbeat of our 

communities for decades to 

come. High streets provide the 

social, cultural and essential 

services so many local people 

enjoy and rely on." 

In his blog the Bishop of Leeds 

Nick Baines said: "This, once 

again, confirms that we have 

become a market society, driven 

by consumer economics, rather 

than a market economy, driven 

Government pleads with Church to back Sunday trading 
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by the need for the economy to 

serve society. In other words, we 

now define our society in purely 

economic terms. 

"The alternative would be to 

restrict Sunday trading rather 

than expand it. This would 

restore to society the notion of a 

common Sabbath and create 

space for common rest, the 

possibility for remembering who 

we are and why we are here. We 

are not born to shop. 

"A losing battle, maybe; but one 

worth scrapping over for the 

sake of questioning what sort of 

a society we wish to be, rather 

than simply (and 

unquestioningly) accepting the 

society we have become." 

The publication of the 

consultation paper comes after 

Chancellor George Osborne 

signalled the Government's 

intention to overhaul the existing 

law, which dates back to 1994, in 

last month's Budget. 

The proposals were strongly 

criticised by the shop-workers' 

union USDAW which argued the 

current system was working well 

and did not need to change. 

"The Sunday Trading Act is a 

great British compromise, which 

has worked well for over 20 

years and gives everyone a little 

bit of what they want," said union 

general secretary John Hannett. 

"Retailers can trade, customers 

can shop, staff can work whilst 

Sunday remains a special day, 

different to other days, and shop-
workers can spend some time 

with their family." 

Stores in Scotland are free to 

open for as long as they wish on 

Sundays whilst in Northern 

Ireland they are restricted to just 

five hours. 

What do you think? Let’s share 

our views. Please write to the 

Editor so that your view can be 

shared next month.  Terry  
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Answered Prayer 
Pat Salmon records an eventful 

evening. 

The background to this tale is my 

oldest granddaughter, Ella, who 

went to India for a 4 week trek. 

She was due to return to 

Heathrow on Monday 27th July. 

Her mother, Catherine, my oldest 

daughter, went on holiday to 

Spain when schools closed on 

18th July in order to be back in 

time to be with Ella when the 'A' 

level results came out on 13th 

August. My youngest daughter, 

Frances, and I said we would 

pick Ella up from Heathrow and 

bring her back to stay in Bishop's 

Stortford until her parents 

returned home. 

Along with Lucy, Frances’ 10 

year old, we left Bishop's 

Stortford at 5:30 pm which would 

normally give us over 1½ hours 

to get to Heathrow. We had 

checked on the M25 all 

afternoon and there were no 

problems traffic wise. From 

Bishop's Stortford we pick up the 

A10 which apart from the 

numerous traffic lights around 

Hoddesdon and Cheshunt is 

quite a straightforward drive to 

the roundabout at Junction 25 of 

the M.25. We had ascertained 

that the plane which was 

scheduled to land at 6:40 pm 

had been changed to 6:55 pm. 

But the crawling traffic through 

the traffic lights did not change 

and we kept going a few yards 

and stopping. So it went on. 

Lucy had especially asked to 

come as she had made a 

'Welcome home Ella' poster. Her 

little voice asking her mother 

when we would get there raised 

the temperature during the 

journey! 

And so did the time and when 

we could see the roundabout 

junction in the distance it was 

horrendous. The whole 

roundabout was gridlocked. The 

radio traffic news kept saying 

they could see nothing on the 

cameras which would explain the 

problem which was of no help to 

Frances who was practically 

tearing her hair out. She rang 

Catherine in Spain to see if she 

had a 'phone number of any of 

the other parents who would be 

meeting the plane but she 

hadn't. She advised us to ring 

True Adventure who were 

running the trek. This we did and 

they said they would try and 

contact their rep at Heathrow 

and advise him of the situation. 

We were frantically doing 

calculations that if the plane 

landed at 7:00 pm it would take 

at least 30 minutes to get all their 

gear off the plane and through 
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passport control, immigration 

and baggage reclaim. In the 

meantime Frances was 

manoeuvring our car to find the 

most accessible way of getting 

onto the roundabout. (I'm telling 

her to be careful as now is not 

the time to be exchanging 

insurance details if you bump 

another car!!) 

The time was now 7:10 pm and 

another 10 minutes had been 

added to the plane's arrival time. 

I was trying to calm my daughter 

down and sending up silent 

prayers that somehow we would 

get there in time as I had visions 

of this poor girl after a 9 hour 

flight from Delhi walking into the 

arrival hall with no one there to 

meet her. Worse they had not 

been allowed to take their mobile 

phones!! We did eventually get 

onto the M25 at 7:40 pm and it is 

a good job I have the utmost 

faith in my daughter's driving as 

we covered the 40 miles in the 

outside lane in 35 minutes and 

there were many silent prayers 

during that time. As would be the 

case Terminal 4 is the last one 

you come to and the short stay 

car park is at the end of a long 

road. We parked the car, dashed 

to the lift and down to the ground 

floor, flew into the arrival hall (at 

8:15 pm) which fortunately does 

not seem to be very busy and 

tried to look at the screens, 

scanned the rails to see if we 

could see anyone who looked as 

if they had just arrived from India 

when Ella appeared with all her 

haversacks piled into a trolley. I 

said out loud, “Thank you God.” 

for I firmly believe He was with 

us all the way that night. 

Ella told us the plane actually 

landed at 7:20 pm. 14 were in 

her group and 12 younger ones 

from the same school all had to 

be together. By the time they had 

all collected their baggage Ella 

didn't come through until 

seconds after we got to the 

Arrivals at 8:15 pm! We were all 

so relieved to see each other 

and Frances put Ella on the 

'phone to her mother and we 

were all very emotional.  

Ella had several of the henna 

markings on her hands so Lucy 

was asking her about those 

which got us back to normality 

and she was telling us all about 

the trip on the way home. 

I have been trying to convey the 

utter despair we felt at not being 

able to move and how the end 

seemed just a complete answer 

to our prayers.  

Pat Salmon 
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Farming Today  
Summer 2015 

Harvest was started 16th July, a 

week later than last year, but still 

up to a month earlier than 50 

years ago. There are new 

varieties of most crops which 

give earlier maturity and shorter 

straws. This keeps the crops 

upright and makes easier 

combining in difficult weather. 

The first to be combined was 

winter barley. The yield seems 

satisfactory, and the sample is 

good. This was followed by oil 

seed rape and now winter wheat. 

This will be followed by the 

spring beans which were drilled 

after the sheep were fed in the 

winter on the turnips. Already 

turnips have been sown after the 

barley was combined, and have 

germinated well for feeding to 

sheep this coming winter. 
We no longer have a need for 

much of our straw and so this is 

either chopped by the combine 

to ease subsequent cultivations 

or sold to supply fuel for power 

stations. 

The weather for harvesting has 

generally been favourable, and 

sometimes it has been possible 

to combine up to midnight, 

before the dew forms and makes 

the crop too damp. The 

downside of a dry summer is that 

the ground becomes like 

concrete, making the preparation 

of the land for next season’s 
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cropping difficult and expensive 

on fuel and steel. 

We have two girl students, Amy 

and Sophie, to help us with 

harvest this year and they are 

from Harper Adams University in 

Shropshire. They are proving to 

be a great success as they are 

cheerful, willing and able. This is 

the first year that we have 

engaged girls, and both Richard 

and Stuart, our foreman, seem 

happy with them. 

The lambs that were purchased 

last autumn, and fed through the 

winter on the turnips have been 

sold on for breeding to a farmer 

in Kent. The rams join our 

breeding flock in September, and 

this will make lambing next year 

later than previously. 
Gillian Speakman 

Sandon Village Hall 
Fund Raising Dances 

September 19th  
  Savannah 
October 31st  
 Dancettes 60`s Night 
November 21st  
  Country Law 
Live music, Dancing, Raffle. 

8 pm – 11:30 pm 
Bring your own drink 

Tea and coffee available 
For Village Hall funds 

Contact Ray 01245 472386 
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Sandon Scout Trip  
to Buitenzorg Scout Centre  
in Holland,  
August 2015 

Day 1 - On the 1st of August the 

Sandon Cubs & Scouts set off in 

three cars to Holland. After about 

50 minutes we went through 

border control and queued up for 

the boat at Harwich. First the 

boat was to be delayed by 30 

minutes which became an hour 

as one person was late.  

When the boat had got going we 

were allowed to have our 

breakfast which was a nice 

cooked breakfast. After breakfast 

we went on deck where there 

was a great view of the sea (and 

England from a distance). There 

were a lot of boats sailing; some 

cargo ships, cruise liners, fishing 

boats; just lots of other boats. 
On arrival, it was dinner then 

bed. 

Day 2 - We woke rather late and  

told that we were to have a 

shower, get changed, then a 

breakfast of cereal then a 

second, cooked breakfast. 
It was a short journey of about 

an hour, and we were relieved to 

get out of the hot cars. One of 

the leaders went to get tickets 

while the other five stayed with 

us. Amazingly it only took us 10 

minutes to get the tickets and we 

were soon on the boat, to enjoy 

a tour of the Amsterdam canals. 

We were handed earphones so 

we could listen to the tour guide 

in different languages. English 

was channel three. 
The boat was a long tour boat 

with a flat hull and a glass frame 

covering the whole thing which 

made it like a greenhouse, not 

just in looks, but also in warmth. 
On the canal we saw lots of 

compact houses, warehouses, 

house boats, bridges and a few 

river taxis. The houses were built 

in an odd fashion, all compact 

and the same but were still 

amazing. The warehouses were 

much larger than the houses and 

looked smaller from the front 

than from the back. We saw the 

smallest house in Amsterdam; 

the house was roughly two 

metres long and two stories high 

and was incredibly compact. We 

saw the NEMO museum that we 

were to visit two days later, we 

On the ferry 
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saw a temple on the water, a 

split cruise liner and a lot of 

marvellous buildings. Then we 

looped round and went back. 
Returning to the campsite we 

explored the woods which were 

very interesting as there was a 

coliseum type place where the 

international camp fire circle was 

held a few days later. There were 

a lot of trees to climb and lots of 

room to run around.  
We got the fire started and 

cooked dinner. Then we were 

called inside to eat a meal of 

roast chicken with sponge cake 

for pudding. We then played 

round the campfire until our hot 

chocolate was ready then bed. 
Day 3 - We went on a hike that 

was based on pictures that we 

had to follow. It was often very 

hard to tell what the pictures 

were of. We walked around the 

campsite trying to find the next 

picture. When we finally got to 

the end we sat and relaxed. 
We then went to the woods to 

run around, until our dinner was 

ready. 
Day 4 - We woke early to go the 

NEMO science museum. It was 

packed as it was a bad day to be 

outside. The line to get in was 

enormous and the amount of 

people was huge. Once in we 

were split into two groups of four 

(there were eight of us) and 

wandered around in those 

groups. At two we went back to 

have our lunch, and then see a 

chain reaction that lasted five 

minutes. Then we went home 

rather late so we had dinner, a 

shower and then went to bed. 
Day 5 - We woke up much later 

than usual today as we knew we 

were having a day on site. 
We just played around until lunch 

time. We had some sandwiches 

for lunch. Then the campsite 

owner took us to get wood on a 

trailer for our campfires, but then 

we did archery. The owner of the 

campsite took us to the archery 

Outside the Nemo Museum 

‘International Camp Fire Circle’  



Sandon Parish Magazine September 2015 Page 26 

range then gave us the bows. 

We were shown how to put the 

bracers on and how to put an 

arrow on the string. Some 

already knew this, but others 

didn’t. We did archery for one to 

two hours then went back to the 

camp. We played a few games 

round the campfire, then had 

dinner, hot chocolate and bed. 
Day 6 - Today we stayed in bed 

for a short amount of time as we 

were going to the theme park. 

When we got there the water 

park was closed but it would be 

open later, so we went to the 

theme park. We went on a few of 

the rides but then we had to 

cross a body of water to get to 

the other side. There was a boat 

that a few people could stand on 

that you would have to pull to get 

across. When we were all 

across, we went on a few more 

rides and then went to the water 

park for an hour or two. 
Day 7 - On our final day we had 

breakfast and set off to the Hook 

of Holland to catch the ferry 

home. We had had a fantastic 

trip to Holland and I would like to 

thank Akela and all the Cub 

Scout Leaders for taking us all 

away on such a wonderful camp. 
The End!  

 Anthony Speakman 

Jean Blake, Akela 1
st
 Sandon Scout 

Group, with the team 
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Doctors’ Notes 
These are sentences exactly as 
typed by medical secretaries. 

1. The patient has no 

previous history of suicide. 
2. Patient has left her white 

blood cells at another 

hospital. 
3. She has no rigors or 

shaking chills, but her 

husband states she was 

very hot in bed last night. 
4. Patient has chest pain if 

she lies on her left side for 

over a year. 
5. The patient is tearful and 

crying constantly. She also 

appears to be depressed. 
6. The patient has been 

depressed since she 

began seeing me in 1993. 
7. Discharge status:- Alive, 

but without my permission. 
8. Healthy appearing decrepit 

69-year old male, mentally 

alert, but forgetful. 
9. Patient had waffles for 

breakfast and anorexia for 

lunch. 
10. She is numb from her toes 

down. 
11. While in ER, she was 

examined, x-rated and sent 

home. 
12. The skin was moist and 

dry. 
13. Occasional, constant 

infrequent headaches. 

14. Patient was alert and 

unresponsive. 
15. Rectal examination 

revealed a normal size 

thyroid. 
16. She stated that she had 

been constipated for most 

of her life until she got a 

divorce. 
17. I saw your patient today, 

who is still under our care 

for physical therapy. 
18. Both breasts are equal and 

reactive to light and 

accommodation. 
19. The lab test indicated 

abnormal lover function. 
20. Skin: somewhat pale, but 

present. 
21. Patient has two teenage 

children, but no other 

abnormalities. 
22. When she fainted, her 

eyes rolled around the 

room. 
23. The patient was in his 

usual state of good health 

until his airplane ran out of 

fuel and crashed. 
24. Between you and me, we 

ought to be able to get this 

lady pregnant. 
25. The patient was to have a 

bowel resection. However, 

he took a job as a stock 

broker instead. 
26. When he was admitted, his 

rapid heart had stopped, 

and he was feeling better. 
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Red peppers, cucumbers and 

the flower garden…  

Wies Landheer, a qualified 

doctor and mission partner with 

CMS in Rwanda, reflects on 

what we can learn from our 

garden … 
When I came to Rwanda, I didn’t 

plan to garden. I didn’t have any 

green fingers! The land around 

my flat had some majestic trees 

and flowers, which indicated it 

had once been a nice garden. I 

decided to attempt to restore it.  
The more time and thought I 

invested in this, the more I 

started to like gardening. Could it 

be that God can use a garden to 

teach us lessons about mission? 

Is it possible that as we try to 

grow cucumbers for the first time 

ever, that God is actually 

showing us how to build his 

kingdom?  
To one side stands a Jacaranda 

tree, likely planted by the first 

missionaries here. We enjoy its 

benefits. In the same way in my 

work, I build on the efforts of 

people who came here before 

me a century ago and planted 

the structures for the hospital 

and the Anglican Church. On 

one hand we are blessed that 

others have done the ground-
breaking; on the other, 

GRANT AND JONES 
LARGE SHOWROOM with LIVE STOVES and FIRES 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
MAYES LANE 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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sometimes a ‘tree’ is cut down 

and replaced with new 

seedlings. The labour ward here 

was built to accommodate one 

woman but now is overcrowded 

with four beds. So the hospital is 

preparing to build a new 

obstetrics and gynaecology 

block that will have its own 

operating theatre for 

emergencies. 
My garden holds a collection of 

plants, mostly copied from other 

gardens near and far. I have 

learned that the closer we find 

the plant to ‘copy’ from, the 

bigger the chance that it will also 

grow well in our garden. In cross

-cultural mission we can try to 

copy an idea or concept from 

‘home’ into our new environment 

but it is often better to be led by 

local experience.  
What happens with a seed after 

you have planted it is quite a 

mystery, and mostly beyond your 

control. What we can do is little: 

watering, weeding and being 

patient. I find patience hard. 

Sometimes I cannot stop myself 

from digging up seeds to see if 

they have sprouted. Impatience 

can harm our harvest. My 

mother sent me seeds for red 

peppers. They bore a lot of large 

fruit, but it was all green. Fairly 

convinced that they would never 

turn red, we picked and ate 

them. They tasted good. What a 

surprise it was when one day a 

pepper, still on the plant, showed 

some patches of red! I can tell 

you that they tasted even better. 
Together we are gardeners in 

God’s garden. Let us encourage 

each other to plant seeds of 

love, work hard and wait 

patiently as God performs his 

miracles. 
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Idiosyncrasies of English. 
One tequila, two tequila, three 

tequila—floor. 
Atheism is a non-prophet 

organisation. 
If man evolved from monkeys 

and apes, why do we still have 

monkeys and apes? 

I went to a bookstore and asked 

the saleswoman, "Where's the 

self- help section?" She said if 

she told me, it would defeat the 

purpose. 
What if there were no 

hypothetical questions? 
If a deaf child signs swear 

words, does his mother wash his 

hands with soap? 

Is there another word for 

synonym? 
What do you do when you see 

an endangered animal eating an 

endangered plant? 
If a parsley farmer is sued, can 

they garnish his wages? 

Would a fly without wings be 

called a walk? 
Why do they lock petrol station 

toilets? Are they afraid someone 

will break-in and clean them? 
If a turtle doesn't have a shell, is 

he homeless or naked? 

Can vegetarians eat animal 

crackers? 
If the police arrest a mute, do 

they tell him he has the right to 

remain silent? 
Why do they put Braille on the 

drive-through bank machines? 

One nice thing about egotists: 

they don't talk about other 

people. 
Does the little mermaid wear an 

algebra? 
The only reason she wears sea 

shells is that B shells are too 

small and D shells are too large. 

How is it possible to have a Civil 

War? 
If you ate both pasta and 

antipasto, would you still be 

hungry? 
If you try to fail, and succeed, 

which have you done? 

Whose cruel idea was it for the 

word 'lisp' to have 's' in it? 
Why are hemorrhoids called 

"hemorrhoids" instead of 

"assteroids"? 
Why is there an expiration date 

on sour cream? 

If you spin an oriental man in a 

circle three times, does he 

become disoriented? 
Can an atheist get insurance 

against Acts of God? 
Why do shops have signs, 

'Guide Dogs Only'? The dogs 

can't read and their owners are 

blind. 
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St Giles 
St Giles was a hermit, someone 

who lived a quiet life of prayer 

away from other people. His 

special day is 1st September 

and he lived in a forest near 

Arles in France, sometime in the 

9th century. 
The story goes that he had a pet 

deer. One day the King was 

hunting in the forest 

and shot an arrow 

at this deer. When 

the huntsmen found 

the deer it was in a 

woodland clearing 

with St Giles. The 

saint himself was 

wounded by the arrow and held 

the deer in his arms - and all 

around them were the hunting 

dogs, silent and still as if held by 

an invisible power. 
St Giles is the patron saint of 

cripples and beggars. His 

emblem is an arrow and in the 

United Kingdom there are over 

150 churches dedicated to him. 

Woodland Words 

Can you find all these words 

from the forest? The words go 

up, down, backwards, forwards 

and diagonally and some letters 

are used more than once. 

M U S H R O O M S S 
B H M O S D I A S L 
U A O W T V K A K O 
T F D L Y S S O M O 
T N O G L F S R E T 
E I A K E Y A D G S 
R V Y C G R R E E D 
F S N A K E G W O A 
L M M R O W F O X O 
Y E R O M A C Y S T 

* ant * badger * butterfly * deer * 

fox * grass * holly * ivy * moss * 

mushrooms * oak * snake * 

sycamore * toadstools * worm * 

������������� 

Did you hear about the car 

with the wooden wheels and 

wooden engine? 
It wooden go. 

What is the smallest ant in the 

world? 
An infant. 

What do ants take when 

they’re ill? 
Antibiotics. 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Revd. Terry Brown* 
tgabrown@hotmail.com 

698988 

Church Wardens Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, Judy Cecil, 
Valerie Grimwood, John Gruby, Mike Harris, 

Simon Johnson, Michael Puffett, 
 Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 


